Diesel Technology Advisory Board
February 19, 2026 1:00 p.m. Airport Campus Lecture Hall
AGENDA
Helena College Mission: Helena College supports our diverse community by providing the paths and tools necessary to assist learners in achieving their educational and career goals.
Program Mission: Diesel Technology program prepares the student to enter various segments of the diesel repair industry as an entry-level technician. This includes, but is not limited to, the agricultural, industrial, and the heavy-duty diesel truck repair industry.
ATTENDEES
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· To be listed at the start of the meeting.
	
	
	



Agenda
Program/Department Updates 
· Jody Coombs was hired and started in the Fall 2025 semester.
· Due to staff changes, suggestions from last year’s advisory board are pending.
· Enrollment update: Spring Semester 5 in first year and 4 in second year.  
· Updates to the curriculum
· Moved brakes class to First year.  Hydraulics will now be taught in Second year.
· Plans to make changes to the Manual Drive Trains course are underway.
· Working on the feasibility of offering a Sprint Degree.
· Diesel Career Fair is scheduled for April 23rd.  
· Mechanics and Manufacturing Night: March 5th 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Board Discussion
· Student Performance
· Do you employ any Helena College graduates? How are they doing?
· Have you identified any gaps in the knowledge or training of our graduates? If so, can you please expand on the identified gaps?
· Student Preparation
· What non-technical (soft skills, 21st century skills, employability skills, etc.) are most important to you?
· What does a new grad need to know on day one of a new job with your company?
· Upcoming Needs
· What trends, in technology or other areas, do you see in your industry that may require new skill sets for workers?
· Is AI being utilized in your field?  
· How can we better partner/collaborate with you? 
· Other
· Are there other people or employers you would recommend for this advisory board?
· What ideas do you have for recruiting new students?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What should we include in the meeting minutes as our key takeaways from the meeting?
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